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OGC Has Reviewed

29 October 1956

MEMORANDUM POR: C/Finance Division
¢/Payroll snd Travel Branch

%

SUBJECT

REFEREBCE : Memowantum from C/Payroll and Travel Bravcii, ,
Fingncs Division, ssae mbject, dated 22 Octcber 1950

Shipment of Autcacbile Via Foreign Vessel

(]

25X211X91AA9A 1. In his semorsndum, | | requested the opinion of this

Office as Lo whether s | properly nay be relzdursed
for charges incident to his shipmsnt of nis privately owmed sutomobile
in s foreign fiag vessel,

2., The query poses the issue of whether an eutoucbile belonging
to & govermment ewployee which properly may be travsported Ly see at
goverment expeuse falle within the purview of Section 901 of the berchant
Marine Act of 193 (29 Btat. 2015, 46 USC 12K (1952)), sa amended.

3, In terus, the Act extends ouly to the perscn amxi persobal elfecis
of an officer or employve of the United States treveling on afficial busi.
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We bave discussed the lssue with the Travel Branch in the
Gtate Depsrtwmsnt (v, Blundin, Code 168, X-k971) and with a clemred attorney
in the General Accounting Office (Mr. Barcley, Colde 195, X-5419). It

was State's position that Section 901 should be, exd bae been, construed

to include the shipment of sutomobiles by sex cmrrier. I, Blundin ime
puted this comstructicn to the Genersl Accounting Offfce, The General
acsounting Office stated that the metter bal not been before 1. Howe
would be inclined ¢o rule that Section 901 incluled automobiles, in view

of the congiderations that, (s) st the time of the passage of Section

901, the shipment of sutomcbiles balonging to government esployees ab
government expenses probably wasenot in the contemplation of the Congress,
and sC was not trested in the statute, and {b) the clear policy of the
Merchant Merine Act is indirectly to subeidfze Americen shipping,
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4, In view of {a) tbe derivation of the Agency's suthority in the | PG
premises from similar sutbority in State mwm vlﬁiammn, (v) the
Hiabiy DN BT AU Iare el i : D PBURLULE {41
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In those ingtances In whl AYT FPSTICHD TA8E VeRReT IOr TIm
ghipment of sn sutomcbile would gn Agsncy operation s foreign flag
vessel may be usad under the "pecessity of,..mission” exception provided
in Section 901, Aaym;hmw,cmmlmahtn:ﬂulum%pmwmhw4ﬂfﬁn
,Mmmwﬁmanumﬁh'amaﬁwmuumuimm&ﬁagpmnmmaqﬁimnmmwwcwmu
then sutomdbiles,

i

s

5. Ou the basis of the foregoing, it is the opinion of this Office
ﬁuxrm |clati may not be reisbursed unless the arvea division
éwuwmuwathﬁ;ﬂuzuactanﬁmmhnxﬂugvmuui3@!&@:&Mﬂnﬂmmma
ﬁm&zmuum&m*ﬂaﬁhzmumqﬁidmnﬁtaftﬂxzﬂmghxzonaﬁmMmawamﬁﬂy
or cperational grounds.
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